Local author introduces homegrown detective via Kindle
by Kate Goldsmith
Thanks to local writer Chris Orcutt,
Dutchess County has its own fictional private detective: Dakota Stevens.
“He grew up here, and he lives up here
when he isn’t on a case,” Orcutt says. “His
office is in Manhattan, so I guess you could
say that, like everyone else, he has a long
commute.”
And thanks to
digital technology,
Orcutt’s gumshoe
could be coming to
a Kindle near you.
His mystery, “A
Real
Piece
of
Work,” was released
last week on Kindle,
Amazon’s e-book
reader.
The first novel in
a new series, “A
Real Piece of Work” delves into a world of
forged and stolen art, secret identities and
murder.
“In a case that leads from Manhattan to
Millbrook to the Catskills to Washington,
D.C., what begins as the simple recovery of
a painting soon reveals an international art
scam and a chilling secret that has remained
hidden since World War II,” states the
release for the book.
Much of the book’s action takes place in
our region.
“To my knowledge, Dakota Stevens is
the first private eye from Dutchess County.
And in the novel he interacts with some
real-life businesses and locations around
the county,” Orcutt says. “I foresee more of
this as the series continues. In ‘A Real Piece
of Work,’ there’s a lot of material about the
Dutchess countryside that I love so much.”

Orcutt describes Dakota Stevens as “a
modern PI [private investigator], mediumboiled, who never drinks while on a case.
As a former FBI agent with experience in
the field and the lab, Dakota combines the
wit and grit of PIs Marlowe and Spenser
with the ratiocination of Sherlock Holmes.”
Stevens’ “Watson” is not a low-key older
gentleman but a gorgeous and brilliant
Ukrainian-American chess champion
named Svetlana Krüsh, who’s fluent in
seven languages.
Orcutt began writing the Dakota Stevens
series six years ago. He says “A Real Piece
of Work” was inspired by two events: an
international art scam by New York dealer
Ely Sakhai uncovered in 2000; and the looting of Europe’s art treasures during World
War II.
Getting his start as a newspaper reporter
for the Millbrook Round Table in the
1990s, Orcutt has written professionally for
20 years as a journalist, scriptwriter, playwright and speechwriter. His short fiction
has been published in a variety of literary
journals and garnered “a few modest
awards.” As a reporter for the Round Table,
Orcutt also received a New York Press
Association award.
“Even though I’m pretty tech-savvy, I
never imagined I’d be publishing this
[novel] on Kindle,” Orcutt says. “But the
benefits of e-publishing—better royalties
for the writer and more content sooner for
readers—far outweigh the drawbacks.”
Orcutt calls e-publishing “the greatest
revolution of the written word since the
Gutenberg Press—in some respects more
than the Internet itself.”
Does he think virtual books will replace
the real thing?
“No, but paper books are going to
become a lot more expensive,” he says.

Nightlife
THURSDAY ~ DEC. 8

Coco’s, Rte. 9, Hyde Park. Singles Night,
DJ dance party, 9 p.m. (845) 229-2300
High Falls Café, 1219 Rte. 213, High Falls.
Acoustic Thursdays, with Kurt Henry &
Cheryl Lambert and guests, 6-8:30 p.m.
Admission $5. (845) 687-2699
Skytop Steakhouse & Brewing Company,
237 Forest Hill Dr., Kingston. Live jazz during dinner, 7-10 p.m. (845) 340-4277
Towne Crier Café, 130 Rte. 22, Pawling.
Open Mic hosted by Don Lowe, 7 p.m. Sign
up, 5-7 p.m. All seats $4. (845) 855-1300

FRIDAY ~ DEC. 9
Coco’s, Rte. 9, Hyde Park. Luck of the
Draw Karaoke, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. (845)
229-2300
Eleven 11 Grille, 1111 Main St., Fishkill.
Bryan Gordon, singer-songwriter, 9 p.m.midnight. (845) 896-0011
Howland Cultural Center, 477 Main St.,
Beacon. Mighty Girl, e’Lissa Jones, pop
rock, singer-songwriter, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Admission $10. www.howlandculturalcen
ter.org
Hyde Park Brewing Company & Steakhouse, 4076 Albany Post Rd., Hyde Park.
The Anthony Dell Band, 9:30 p.m. No
cover. (845) 229-8277
La Puerta Azul, 2510 Rte. 44, Salt Point.
The Differents, 8 p.m. (845) 677-2985
Neko Sushi & Sake Bar, 1817 Rte. 9,

SATURDAY ~ DEC. 10
American Glory, 342 Warren St., Hudson.
John Schrader Band, acoustic, alternative
& singer-songwriter, 8:30 p.m. No cover.
(518) 822-1234
Babycakes Café, 1 Collegeview Ave.,
Poughkeepsie. The Harvest Duo, danceable popular music from all genres, 9 p.m.midnight. (845) 485-8411
Dutch Arms Chapel, 16 John St.,
Saugerties. John Street Jam, singer-songwriters in the round with Marc von Em,

Due to a holiday press schedule, Northern Dutchess News has the following early deadlines:
•Dec. 28, 2011-Jan. 3, 2012 issue deadline is Thursday, Dec. 22. Classified line ads due
by noon. Editorial/calendar listings due by noon. Classified display ads due by 3 p.m.
All other advertising due by 5 p.m.
•Jan. 4-10, 2012 issue deadline is Thursday, Dec. 29. Classified line ads due by noon.
Editorial/calendar listings due by noon. Classified display ads due by 3 p.m. All other
advertising due by 5 p.m.
Call (845) 297-3723 for more information.
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Chris Orcutt. Photo submitted

when no American periodicals would publish his stuff. He would have gone with
Kindle. Chandler didn’t publish his first
novel, ‘The Big Sleep,’ until he was 49.
Had Kindle been available to him, he
might have taken it.”
Orcutt points out that none of his idols
wrote for the money; they wrote because
they were compelled, and because they
wanted to be read.
“Same deal here,” he says. “If no one is
reading your words, writing is just another
word for solipsism.”

evening offerings at the region’s entertainment venues

Wappingers Falls. Studio Stu, jazz, alternative & comedic, 6:30-9:30 p.m. (845)
298-9869
New World Home Cooking, 1411 Rte. 212,
Saugerties. Backburners, Americana, classic rock, 10 p.m.-12:30 a.m. (845) 246-0900
The Rhinecliff, 4 Grinnell St., Rhinecliff.
Friday Night Live with Vague Assurances,
9-11 p.m. $5 cover. (845) 876-0590
Riccardi’s Hideaway, 11 High St.,
Kingston. The Harvest Duo, danceable
popular music from all genres, 7-10 p.m.
(845) 338-0554
Skytop Steakhouse & Brewing Company,
237 Forest Hill Dr., Kingston. Annual
Christmas party with The Maria Hickey
Band, 9 p.m. No cover. (845) 340-4277
Towne Crier Café, 130 Rte. 22, Pawling.
Caravan of Thieves, acoustic swing, 8:30
p.m. Tickets $17.50 advance, $22.50 door.
(845) 855-1300

NOTICE OF EARLY DEADLINE:

“They’ll have to, in order for
publishers to make a profit.”
Although Orcutt still hopes to
eventually land a traditional book
deal, digital publishing is the best
way to get his work seen, right
now.
“A writer writes to be read,
and the two PI novels I wrote that
were sitting on my hard drive
weren’t being read by anyone,”
he says. “I wanted people to read
them, to be entertained by them.”
Interestingly, Orcutt writes his
first drafts in pencil on a legal pad
or on one of his five typewriters.
“My first job out of college
was as a newspaper reporter. Ink
on paper. Seeing your name in
print every morning or once a
week. And getting paid for your
skill,” he says. “Also, I had
grown up with books, seen my
grandfather read The New Yorker
and The Atlantic every morning
for 22 years, and I wanted to be in
print. All of my idols were:
Chekhov, Tolstoy, Fitzgerald,
Hemingway, Chandler, Nabokov,
Fleming, Cheever, Carver,
Keillor and Boyle. They all got their start in
books, not on screens designed to resemble
paper.”
However, he thinks if many of those
writers were alive today, they’d embrace
the new technology.
“Chekhov wrote largely for newspapers
in his youth—anything that paid while he
was going to medical school and working
as a young doctor. He would have jumped
at the 70 percent royalty,” Orcutt says.
“Hemingway was a shameless selfpromoter who had several years in Paris

Melinda DiMaio, T-Jay, Jeff Entin & Bob
Blum, Kama Linden, The Levins, Stuart
Kabak,
Jean
Bratman,
acoustic,
Americana, 7:30-10 p.m. Admission $5.
www.johnstreetjam.net
Gail’s Place, 150 Rte. 17K, Newburgh. Leo
& the Lizards, classic rock, 8 p.m.-midnight. (845) 567-1414
Hyde Park Brewing Company & Steakhouse, 4076 Albany Post Rd., Hyde Park.
Breakaway Band, 8:30 p.m. No cover.
(845) 229-8277
Joe’s Irish Pub, 455 Main St., Beacon.
Monthly Open Mic & Jam, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.
(845) 838-1779
La Puerta Azul, 2510 Rte. 44, Salt Point.
The Chain Gang, 8:30 p.m. (845) 677-2985
Quiet Man Pub, 2652 E. Main St.,
Wappingers Falls. DJ Dance Party, 10
p.m.-1 a.m. (845) 298-1724
The Rhinecliff, 4 Grinnell St., Rhinecliff.
Wheels of Steel DJ Dance Party, 9 p.m.
(845) 876-0590
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
55 Wilbur Blvd., Poughkeepsie. MidHudson Valley Ballroom Dance Club
monthly dance, 6:30-10 p.m. Recorded
music. Singles, couples welcome. Refreshments served. Admission $10. mhvbdc.
50webs.com
Skytop Steakhouse & Brewing Company,
237 Forest Hill Dr., Kingston. Jazz-funk
dance party with The Dangling Success, 9
p.m. No cover. (845) 340-4277
Taste Budd’s Chocolate & Coffee Café,
40 W. Market St., Red Hook. Kama Linden,
acoustic, 1-3 p.m. (845) 758-9500
Towne Crier Café, 130 Rte. 22, Pawling.
Acclaimed singer-songwriter Jimmy Webb,
with special guest Peter Calo, 8:30 p.m.
Tickets $35 advance, $40 door. (845)
855-1300
The Wherehouse, 119 Liberty St.,
Newburgh. Reggae dance party with The
Young Lions, 9-11:30 p.m. (845) 561-7240

SUNDAY ~ DEC. 11
The Falcon, 1348 Rte. 9W, Marlboro.
Rethink Pink, fronted by 17-year-old guitarist Connor Kennedy, the band honors
the music of Pink Floyd, 7-10 p.m. (845)
236-7970
The Rhinecliff, 4 Grinnell St., Rhinecliff.
Jazz brunch with Perry Beekman, 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Reservations recommended. (845) 876-0590
Taste Budd’s Chocolate & Coffee Café,
40 W. Market St., Red Hook. Maggie
Seligman, acoustic, folk & Americana, 1-3
p.m. (845) 758-9500
Towne Crier Café, 130 Rte. 22, Pawling.
Showcase Evening, featuring Don Lowe,
Joey Dugan, Dave Goldenberg, 7:30 p.m.
All seats $10. (845) 855-1300

MONDAY ~ DEC. 12
E-mail nightlife listings to
creativeliving@sdutchessnews.com

TUESDAY ~ DEC. 13
Cubbyhole Coffeehouse, 44 Raymond
Ave., Poughkeepsie. Acoustic Open Mic,
Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m. Sign up starts at 6:30
p.m. No cover. (845) 483-7584
The Rhinecliff, 4 Grinnell St., Rhinecliff.
Local Musician’s Showcase, hosted by
Karl Allweier, 9 p.m. All musicians welcome
to play; sign up begins at 8:45 p.m. (845)
876-0590

WEDNESDAY ~ DEC. 14
Hyde Park Brewing Company &
Steakhouse, 4076 Albany Post Rd., Hyde
Park. Upstart Blues Allstars, 8:30-11:30
p.m. No cover. (845) 229-8277
Towne Crier Café, 130 Rte. 22, Pawling.
Open mic hosted by Joey Dugan, 7 p.m.
Sign up 5-7 p.m. All seats $4. (845) 8551300
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Orcutt releases
mystery novel
on Kindle

Christmas Shopping Part I
spliced onto hazel or blackthorn shafts.
3684 RR 44, Millbrook. (845) 677-8303

Orvis Sandanona has lots of possible gifts for anyone who spends time
in the country. A membership in the
club would be a good present as would
one of their series of shooting or fishing lessons. Of course the man in your
life would love to receive one of their
shot guns, but if that was beyond your
range there is a large assortment of
shirts, sweaters, vests. Fleece and
plaid flannel shirts are very attractive.
There are also some very nice cozy
beds for your dog to curl up on after
a long day in the field. 3047 Sharon
Turnpike, Millbrook. (845) 677-9701

By Carola Lott
Every year it becomes easier to find
Christmas presents for one’s friends
and family in our local stores. For example many shops in the area have supremely chic clothes and accessories
that both women and men as well as
children would be delighted to receive
on Christmas Day.
Punch has perhaps some of the prettiest most original clothes to be found
anywhere. There are beautiful dresses
and separates by European designers.
I would love to get one of the skirts and
tops with an outer layer of lace by Kay
Celine or any of the fanciful creations
by French designer Byron Lars. These
are so unusual that you should really
stop by to see them for yourself. There
are many useful presents for men including scarves, gloves, ties and socks
as well a number of accessories for the
cigar aficionado. Children – infants
up to three years old also fare well at
Punch. I especially like the knitted
hats in the form of animals, as well as
soft blankies with the head of cuddly
animal on one end. 3262 Franklin Ave,
Millbrook. (845) 677-6796

British Sporting Arms, Ltd. offers
a wide array of guns including those
that can be custom made. Everyone
knows that Purdey makes probably the
best shot guns in the world, but they
also make wonderful clothes. I covet
one of their suede and fleece vests as
well as a leather hand warmer lined
with fur. There are no end of practical
but elegant outdoor clothes and boots
by the likes of DuBarry, Barbour and
Schöffel. The shop also has wide selection of accouterments – hats, shell
bags that make excellent pocket books,
and walking sticks with animal heads
carved from rhododendron wood

J. Mclaughlin has a selection of
clothes that both men and women
would love to get for Christmas or even
buy ahead of time to wear to holiday
parties. For men there is a large assortment of shirts, trousers and jackets, as
well lots of ties, socks and belts that
would make good stocking presents.
For women there are some lovely sweaters and embroidered tunics and sweaters. I would also be delighted to receive
one of their skirts made of sequins in a
black watch plaid. Their reversible vests
with fur on one side and silk on the other would also be most welcome. There
are also lots of accessories that would
make nice stocking presents. 3724
Route 44, Millbrook. (845) 677-6190

At Citrus you will find many lovely
dresses including a black lace sheath
that I especially liked. There are some
pretty tunics decorated with beads
or passementerie, light weight wool
capes, sweaters and blouses galore. I
like all of their jewelry – beaded necklaces, brightly colored enamel bracelets and earings, as well as wonderful
beaded belts to wear low on one’s hips.
I also like their colorful gloves in either suede and wool as well as all their
scarves and shawls. They also have
a nice selection of pocket books including the Cappuccino bag that Kate
Middleton has made famous. Their fur
lined aviator hats that come in several
colors will be nice when the weather
turns cold. 3280 Franklin Ave, Millbrook. (845) 677-9660

I covet just about everything at
Alicia Adams Alpaca. Shawls and
capes, some trimmed with fur and
others with fringe, are supremely
elegant. There are coats, dresses,
scarves and gloves all made of
deliciously soft alpaca mostly in

themillbrookindependent.com

natural colors. For both men and
women there are some beautifully knit
sweaters - pullovers, cardigans and
turtlenecks in a variety of patterns that
are light weight as well as warm – one
of the characteristics of this deliciously
soft wool. For newborns there are
baby blankets, booties, bonnets and
snuggly suits. A lucky boy might like
of the sweaters or vests. For a little girl
there are several delicious coats and
dresses. Visit aliciaadamsalpaca.com
for an appointment.

Rowena Gill custom makes fabulous clothes - wedding dresses, gala
evening gowns, tailored coats and
jackets to name but a few - from one
of her own designs or in collaboration
with her clients. She does all her sewing on the same heavy duty machine
that Doreen Sepe’s grandfather – the
Millbrook tailor - used to make everyone’s hunting clothes. A special
touch is the silk print Gill uses to line
her creations based on a painting of
Munstead Wood, the house her grandmother bought from Gertrude Jeckyl.
Gill’s father was born in the house and
her family lived there for many years.
www.rowenagill.com / (845) 702-4280

I won’t tell you what most of the clothes
to be found in our local shops cost. Suffice it to say they are not for the financially faint of heart. More reasonable clothes
are to be found further afield.
Sapersteins, which has been in the
same family for over 50 years has everything to keep every member of the
family warm, day and night, outside or
indoors. There are cozy bathrobes, pajamas and slippers; flannel shirts and
wool sweaters, fleece or quilted vests,
boots, shoes, socks, long underwear,
watch caps, parkas and Outback raincoats. There is also much much more.
Not only is everything is very reasonably priced, but the staff is exceptionally pleasant. They are what makes
shopping locally a pleasure. 41 Main
St, Millerton. (518) 789-3365

Terni’s Store, an even older shop,
has been in the Terni family for over
80 years. During prohibition it was a
bar. Now it is where you can find everything to keep winter at bay as well
as a large selection of fishing and
hunting gear. There are Pendleton
and Hudson’s Bay blankets for every
sized bed, as well as an assortment
of clothing by Pendleton, Barbour and
Woolrich. They also have magazines,
books and cigars. 42 Main St, Millerton. (518) 789-3474

By Jesse Ordansky
Millbrook resident and author Chris
Orcutt announced the recent release
of his first published book to Amazon’s
Kindle and Kindle-enabled devices including iPhones and iPads.
His mystery novel titled A Real Piece
of Work is the first in a series about a
Millbrook-based private eye duo that
lives amid our town’s rolling hills and
conduct their investigative duties in
New York City.
After growing up in Millbrook, Orcutt
worked as a scriptwriter, journalist, and
speechwriter. He has written “at least
eight novels” all of which are unpublished, “not for lack of trying,” he said.
As Orcutt was unable to land a deal
with publishing company, he decided
self-publishing on digital platforms
would be the best way to bring Dakota
Stephens and Svetlana Krüsh – A Real
Piece of Work’s main characters – to life.
“It’s not about money. It’s about people reading what you write and Kindle
gives me the ability to reach an audience
whom I know will love these novels,”
said Orcutt. “Kindle lets me go straight
to the readers with no intermediary.”
As tablets, increasingly small laptops, and smart phones allow for an
innumerable amount of information to

reach users instantaneously, the number of self-published authors continues
to grow as the book publishing industry
enters a new era.
In a July New York Times article titled
“E-Book Revolution Upends a Publishing Course,” Julie Bosman wrote, “In
the past year, e-books have skyrocketed
in popularity, especially in genre fiction
like romance and thrillers. For some
new releases, the first week has brought
more sales of electronic copies than of
print copies.”
Orcutt admitted that initially, he
viewed e-publishing as a “fad” and there
was “no way this was going to last.” But
after learning more about the e-publishing industry he asked himself “what
great virtue is there in ink on paper?”
He used the first line of F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s timeless novel, The Great
Gatsby as an example of how meaningless the medium is in a book’s presentation. In an interview, Orcutt recited
from memory, “In my younger and
more vulnerable years my father gave
me some advice I've been turning over
in my mind ever since.”
Orcutt paused and told this reporter,
“if you took those words out of the book
and you painted it on a cave wall, would
those words be any less elegant… any
less amazing?”
E-publishing combatants might
question the validity of authors who selfpublish with media like Kindle and iPad
because, in theory, anyone can do it.
In a May New York Times essay titled
“The Case for Self-Publishing,” author
Neal Pollack wrote, “A self-published
book is almost certainly going to end
up on the digital slush pile, with fewer
readers than the average blog post.”
But he said corporate publishers shell
out millions in support of works “that
have a chance of landing their authors
on the ‘Today’ show or on the discount
table at Costco…” and “…most books
that corporate publishers release will
fail to make money, both for the writer
and the company.”
While poor writing and corporate
fluff is prevalent within the traditional
publishing model as well as in the epublishing world, consumers, not major publishing houses will decide what
books are worth their time from the
countless reasonably priced publications available online.
While self-published authors incur
the moderate costs of releasing their
own work, they also reap the benefits of
higher profit margins than they would
see working with a publisher.
A Real Piece of Work is available on
Kindle-enabled devices from Amazon.
com for $2.99. Orcutt will receive 70
percent of each sale while Amazon will
take the remaining 30 percent.
Orcutt hopes his neighbors and
friends will enjoy that Dakota and Svetlana eat at the Millbrook Diner, shop at
Marona’s Market, and – while trying to
recover a stolen painting – are chased
by a gang of thugs through the Town of
Washington.
“This isn’t about money for me,”
said Orcutt. “I want people to read
this. I want these characters to live and
they’re not living as long as they’re sitting on my desk.”

MERRITT BOOKSTORE
Toys of Merritt

We make Christmas Easy

Books, Toys, Gift Certificates,
wonderful service & much more

New Ideas in Christmas Decorations
A Variety of Indoor/Outdoor Lights
Beautiful Window Candles
Reliable Tree Stands

Need help on the perfect gift?? Just ask.
We'll wrap & ship too!! Thank you for being
so supportive of us over the past 28 years
845-677-5857 – www.merrittbooks.com

Your Stocking Stuffer Center
We are your neighborhood
Ace Hardware Store

Open seven days a week
Millbrook

AZAR HOLIDAY GIFT PACKAGE
INCLUDES: Hot Stone Massage, Deluxe
European Facial, mani & pedicure and Champagne Only $240.00
Gift Certs for: Massage – skin care- nail care
22 Washington Ave – Millbrook NY Call: 677-2927

Hudson Valley in the books
BY HVN WEEKEND STAFF

Local author Chris Orcutt’s mystery
novel, “A Real Piece of Work,” features a
private detective who lives in the Hudson
Valley and delves into a world of stolen art,
secret identities and murder.
In a case that leads from Manhattan
to Millbrook and from the Catskills to
Washington, D.C., what begins as the simple
recovery of a painting soon reveals an
international art scam and a chilling secret
that has remained hidden since World War II.
“He grew up here,” Orcutt says of his
detective, Dakota Stevens, “and he lives up
here when he isn’t on a case. His office is
in Manhattan, so I guess you could say that,
like everyone else, he has a long commute.”
The first novel in a new series, a substantial
portion of the novel’s action takes place in
Dutchess County and the Catskills.
“There’s a chase through the Town of
Washington, a shootout scene in Union Vale,
and something almost unbelievable in the
mountains,” Orcutt says.
As a former FBI agent with experience in the field and the lab, Dakota Stevens
combines the wit and grit of PIs Marlowe and Spenser with the ratiocination of Sherlock
Holmes. However, his “Watson” is a Ukrainian-American chess champion with runway
legs, predator eyes and fluency in seven languages.
“A Real Piece of Work” was inspired by two events. In 2000, Sotheby’s and the FBI
uncovered a long-running art scam by New York dealer Ely Sakhai, in which he forged
masterworks, switched the provenances and sold the paintings in separate parts of the
world. The other event was the systematic looting of Europe’s art treasures during WW
II. Over 100,000 works from this period are still missing.
Orcutt has written professionally for 20 years as a journalist, scriptwriter, playwright
and speechwriter. His short fiction has been published in a variety of literary journals.
It has also won a few modest awards, most notably MOTA’s Emerging Writers and 55
Fiction’s World’s Shortest Stories. As a newspaper reporter for the Millbrook Round
Table, he received a New York Press Association award.
“Even though I’m pretty tech-savvy, I never imagined I’d be publishing this on
Kindle,” Orcutt says. “But the benefits of e-publishing — better royalties for the writer
and more content sooner for readers — far outweigh the drawbacks.”

Folkin’ up the season

The Hudson Valley Folk Guild will be
presenting its annual seasonal holiday concert on
Friday, Dec. 9 at 8 p.m.
During the evening, the Beckers and the
Martuccis will delight with their rich, four-part
harmonies and original music. Also, the Helen
Baldwin Singers from the Unitarian Fellowship in
Poughkeepsie will perform, sing-a-longs will be
led by Jane March and Cheryl Rice will share a few holiday stories and poems.
The concert will be held at the Hyde Park United Methodist Church, Route 9 and
Church Street in Hyde Park.
Admission is $10; $8 for HVFG members/seniors. For information, call 845-758268, or email at hvfolks@aol.com, or visit hudsonvalleyfolkguild.org.
The Hudson Valley Folk Guild’s annual seasonal holiday concert features
homegrown talent and is a fundraiser for the overall Friends of Fiddler’s Green concert
series, which presents regionally and nationally known folk musicians traveling
through the Mid-Hudson Valley.

e-mail us your events: weekend@thehudsonvalleynews.com
< continued from previous page
Reflections: A Group Art Show Opening
Reception; Friday, Dec. 9; 5-7 p.m.; Wells
Fargo Advisors, Montgomery Row, 2nd Floor,
Rhinebeck; Works displayed through Jan. 23;
845-876-1667.
Starr Library Holiday Book Sale; Friday, Dec.
9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 10, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.; Starr Library, 68 W. Market St., Rhinebeck;
Variety of books available for 50 cents to $1; 845876-4030.
Climate Justice Summit; Saturday, Dec. 10;
9 a.m.-1:15 p.m.; Catharine Street Community
Center, 69 Catharine St., Poughkeepsie; Hosted
by Clearwater, open to the public; 845-265-8080.
‘The Nutcracker’; Saturday, Dec. 10, 2 and 7:30
p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 11, 3 p.m.; The Bardavon,
35 Market St., Poughkeepsie; Features New
York City Ballet dancers Ask la Cour and Teresa
Reichlen; Adults $28, students/seniors $25,
members $23; 845-473-2072.
Fovea Fundraiser and Party; Saturday, Dec. 10;
7 p.m.-midnight; Fovea Exhibitions, 291 Main St.,
Beacon; Fundraiser and silent auction with live
music, food and drinks; $10 suggested donation.
Cookie, Candy and Ornament Sale; Saturday,
Dec. 10; 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Historic St. James’
Church, 4526 Albany Post Rd., Hyde Park;
Purchase sweets and handmade ornaments;
845-229-2820.
Wilderstein Yuletide Tea; Saturday, Dec. 10;
1 p.m.; Wilderstein Historic Site, 330 Morton
Rd., Rhinebeck; Enjoy festive afternoon with
tea, homemade cakes, cookies and finger
sandwiches; Call for price; 845-876-4818.
Story Time with Santa; Saturday, Dec. 10; 11
a.m.-noon; Grinnell Library, 2642 East
Main St., Wappingers Falls; Enjoy story
time and photos with Santa; 845-2973428.
Fairy Tale Writing Workshop for
Kids; Saturday, Dec. 10; 2-4 p.m.;
Germantown Library, 31 Palatine Park
Rd., Germantown; Robin Palmer leadss
workshop for children ages 9-13; Free;
e;
germantownlibraryevents@yahoo.com

Screening of ‘Polar Express’; Saturday, Dec.
10; 1:30-4:30 p.m.; Rhinebeck High School
Auditorium, 45 North Park Rd., Rhinebeck;
Presented by Rhinebeck Fire Department,
seating limited to 475; Free.
Tivoli Winterfest; Saturday, Dec. 10; 3-5
p.m. Between Village Hall and the firehouse
on Broadway, Tivoli. Enjoy horse and carriage
rides, caroling, crafts for children, tree lighting,
fireworks and a visit from Santa Claus.
Hyde Park Knights of Columbus Pancake
Breakfast; Sunday, Dec. 11; 8 a.m.-noon;
Knights of Columbus Hall, Route 9G, Hyde
Park; Menu includes pancakes, French toast,
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage; Adults $7,
seniors $6, children $5; 845-229-6111.
‘The Night Before Christmas’; Sunday,
Dec. 11; 4 p.m.; Oblong Books & Music, 6422
Montgomery St., Rhinebeck; Author Peter
Yarrow reads and signs copies of book, family
friendly; 845-876-0500.
Organ Concert by Dr. John Weaver; Sunday,
Dec. 11; 3:30 p.m.; Reformed Church, 70
Hooker Ave., Poughkeepsie; Funds raised will
go toward new organ; Suggested donation $10;
845-452-8110.
2011 Holiday Cookie Swap; Sunday, Dec. 11;
2-4 p.m.; Morton Memorial Library, 82 Kelly St.,
Rhineliff; Bring three dozen cookies and swap
with other bakers; 845-876-2903.
Yule Log Tradition and Caroling; Sunday, Dec.
11; 3 p.m.; St. James’ Chapel. 10 East Market
St., Hyde Park; Enjoy the custom of bringing in
the Yule log followed by Christmas carols and
refreshments; 845-229-2820.
Worldwide Candle Lighting; Sunday, Dec. 11;
7 p.m.; Burnet & White Funeral Home, 7461 S.
Broadway, Red Hook; Worldwide ceremony in
remembrance of children who died; Free; 845-7585042.
36th Annual Children’s Christmas
Party; Sunday, Dec. 11; 2 p.m.;
Staatsburg Fire Station #1, Old
Post Road, Staatsburg; Bring nonperishable food item for local pantry;
845-229-7439.
> continued on next page
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